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[57] ABSTRACT 

A communication system (100) employs a method for 
providing software to a remote computer (e.g., 116) or 
network server (e.g., 114). The remote computer (or network 
server) and a host computer (101) each has a radio commu- 
nication device (102, 115, 117) coupled to it. The remote 
computer transmits information related to the computer's 
present configuration to the host computer via the remote 
computer's radio communication device, wherein such 
information includes information indicating software appli- 
cations presently contained within the remote computer. 
Based on the received configuration information, the host 
computer determines whether the remote computer is in 
need of software that compliments the software applications 
presently contained within the remote computer. When the 
remote computer is in need of such complimenting software, 
the host computer selects software applications that com- 
pliment the software applications presently contained within 
the remote computer and transmits a list of the compliment- 
ing software to the remote computer via the host computer's 
radio communication device. Upon receiving the list of 
complimenting software, the remote computer determines 
whether it wants to obtain any of the listed software from the 
host computer and, when it does, selects the desired software 
from the list. The remote computer then transmits the list of 
selected software to the host computer via the remote 
computer's radio communication device. Subsequent to 
receiving the remote computer's list, the host computer 
transmits the selected software applications to the remote 
computer. 

14 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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